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Agenda

▪ Review the MMRIA Committee Decisions 
Form,  including the latest updates

▪ Answer some FAQs

▪ Discussion
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Purpose of ERASE MM

Through the ERASE MM initiative CDC supports agencies to:

▪ Identify pregnancy-associated deaths

▪ Abstract clinical and non-clinical data into MMRIA

▪ Conduct multidisciplinary reviews

▪ Enter committee decisions into MMRIA

▪ Improve data quality and timeliness

▪ Analyze data

▪ Share findings 

▪ Inform prevention strategies

This activity supports a 
nationwide approach to 

collecting and sharing 
data on maternal

deaths



MMRIA Committee Decisions Form
What does it provide?

▪ A synthesis of various forms from MMRCs around the U.S.

▪ A common language for MMRCs

▪ A way to collect data that feeds ACTION!
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Data that Feeds Action



What does the form NOT provide?

▪ A perfect way to cleanly capture every possible cause, manner and 
contributor to every possible maternal death

…and never will



https://reviewtoaction.org/content/guidance-using-
mmria-committee-decisions-form

https://reviewtoaction.org/content/guidance-using-mmria-committee-decisions-form


Maternal Mortality Review Information Application 
Committee Decisions Form v19





Underlying Cause 
the disease or injury 
which initiated the 

train of events 
leading directly to 

death, or the 
circumstances of the 
accident or violence 
which produced the 

fatal injury
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Page 2: 
Data for Action



Page 3: Reference – PMSS-MM Codes Tip: laminate 

a copy for 

everyone



Utah Criteria

Pregnancy-relatedness criteria for mental health-related 
deaths, including overdose and suicide

▪ Pregnancy complications

▪ Chain of events initiated by pregnancy

▪ Aggravation of an unrelated condition by the physiologic 
effects of pregnancy

Utah Criteria available at https://reviewtoaction.org/content/criteria-mental-health-related-including-drug-related-and-suicide-deaths-be-considered

https://reviewtoaction.org/content/criteria-mental-health-related-including-drug-related-and-suicide-deaths-be-considered


Coding Underlying Cause of Death for Overdose and Suicide

PMSS-MM Codes



Updates to Contributing Factor Classes in v19
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Page 2: 
Updates

Will be on the version of MMRIA committee decisions form 
(https://reviewtoaction.org/content/maternal-mortality-review-committee-decisions-form)

to be released by May 31, 2020.

Added three new 

contributing factors*:

• Discrimination

• Interpersonal Racism

• Structural Racism

https://reviewtoaction.org/content/maternal-mortality-review-committee-decisions-form


Standardized Committee Decisions Form Pg. 2

MMRIA committee decisions form (https://reviewtoaction.org/content/maternal-mortality-review-committee-decisions-form)

• Discrimination 

• Interpersonal Racism

• Structural Racism See Pg. 4 for descriptions

https://reviewtoaction.org/content/maternal-mortality-review-committee-decisions-form


Page 4: Reference – CF Descriptions Tip: 

laminate 

a copy for 

everyone
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Discrimination

Treating someone less or 

more favorably based on 

the group,

class or category they 

belong to resulting from 

biases, prejudices, and 

stereotyping. It can 

manifest as differences in 

care, clinical 

communication and shared 

decision-making. 

(Smedley et al, 2003 and 

Dr. Rachel Hardeman)
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Interpersonal Racism

Discriminatory interactions 

between individuals based 

on differential assumptions 

about the abilities, motives, 

and intentions of others and 

resulting in differential 

actions toward others 

based on their race. It can 

be conscious as well as

unconscious, and it 

includes acts of commission 

and acts of omission. It 

manifests as lack of 

respect, suspicion,

devaluation, scapegoating, 

and dehumanization. 

(Jones, CP, 2000 and Dr. 

Cornelia Graves).



Page 4: 
Updates

9Structural Racism

The systems of power 

based on historical 

injustices and

contemporary social factors 

that systematically 

disadvantage

people of color and 

advantage white people 

through inequities

in housing, education, 

employment, earnings, 

benefits, credit,

media, health care, criminal 

justice, etc. – (Adapted from

Bailey ZD. Lancet. 2017 

and Dr. Carla Ortique)



https://reviewtoaction.org/content/using-mmria-
document-discrimination-and-racism

https://reviewtoaction.org/content/using-mmria-document-discrimination-and-racism


Contributing Factors and Recommendations for Action



Page 2: Mapping Contributing Factors to Recommendations

MMRIA committee decisions form (https://reviewtoaction.org/content/maternal-mortality-review-committee-decisions-form)

https://reviewtoaction.org/content/maternal-mortality-review-committee-decisions-form


Mapping Contributing Factors to Recommendations

MMRIA committee decisions form (https://reviewtoaction.org/content/maternal-mortality-review-committee-decisions-form)

Page 5: Additional Worksheet Page

https://reviewtoaction.org/content/maternal-mortality-review-committee-decisions-form


Mapping Contributing Factors to Recommendations

MMRIA committee decisions form (https://reviewtoaction.org/content/maternal-mortality-review-committee-decisions-form)

Page 5: Additional Worksheet Page

https://reviewtoaction.org/content/maternal-mortality-review-committee-decisions-form


Assigning Contributing Factor / Recommendation Level
Page 5: Additional Worksheet Page
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Assigning Contributing Factor / Recommendation Level
Page 5: Additional Worksheet Page



Specific and Actionable Recommendations



Specific and Actionable Recommendations 
from State MMRCs

_____  should  ________     ________.

(who?) (do what?)     (when?)

WHO is the 

entity/agency who 

would have 

been/be 

responsible for the 

intervention?*

WHAT is the 

intervention and 

WHERE is the 

intervention 

point?*

o Patient/Family

o Provider

o Facility

o System

o Community

WHEN is the proposed intervention point?

• Among women of reproductive age 

(“preconception”)

• In pregnancy and in the postpartum period

o Labor & Delivery (L&D)

o Prior to L&D hospitalization 

discharge

o First 6 weeks postpartum

o 42-365 days postpartum



Specific and Actionable Recommendations 
from State MMRCs

Example 1:

• Hospital leaders should mandate comprehensive communication training 

addressing implicit bias, explicit bias, racism, and shared-decision making 

training for all healthcare professionals on a continuous basis. 
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Specific and Actionable Recommendations 
from State MMRCs

Example 2:

▪ OB clinicians should screen patients for social determinants of health 
(SDOH) at prenatal and L&D visits, including late entry into healthcare 
system, and work with social workers to address specific needs and care 
coordination relevant to the SDOH. 
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Specific and Actionable Recommendations 
from State MMRCs
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Facilitation Tips



Tips for Facilitating Decision-Making

▪ Pregnancy-Relatedness question: 

“if she had not been pregnant, would she have died?”

▪ Use the preventability questions to move the conversation to contributing 
factors and recommendations

– If struggling with the preventability determination, do the inverse. 
Start with contributing factors and recommendations.  If there are 
many recommendations then the death was likely preventable.

▪ Assign someone to keep time



Tips for Facilitating Decision-Making

▪ Provide a summary of previous findings at beginning of each meeting (IL)

▪ Get everyone on the same page!

Project the form (HI, DE, and TN - others?)

▪ Assign multiple note takers

▪ Reorder questions as is helpful



Frequently Asked Questions…



The “Checkboxes”
Determinations on Circumstances Surrounding the Death

Complete this section for 
every pregnancy-associated 
death reviewed by your 
committee.

These checkboxes refer to the 
woman’s own experience, not
the broader context 
surrounding her death.



Determinations on Circumstances Surrounding the Death

This checkbox refers to 
obesity. It is intended to 
capture whether obesity 
contributed to the death, not 
whether the woman was 
obese / obesity was present.



Determinations on Circumstances Surrounding the Death

Discrimination 
encompasses 
racism and other 
forms of bias





Determinations on Circumstances Surrounding the Death

Intended to capture whether 
the mental health 
condition(s) contributed to 
the death, not just whether it 
was present.

Diagnosis of mental health 
condition(s) can be in the 
records or from an expert on 
the committee who feels that 
the criteria for a diagnosis 
are met based on the 
available information.





Determinations on Circumstances Surrounding the Death

Intended to capture whether 
substance use disorder 
contributed to the death, not 
just whether it was present.

Diagnosis can be in the 
records or from an expert on 
the committee who feels that 
the criteria for a diagnosis 
are met based on the 
available information.





Determinations on Circumstances Surrounding the Death

The checkboxes are 
intended to capture the 
decisions of the review 
committee, and it is 
expected that 
sometimes these 
decisions may differ 
from the death record. 



For more information, contact CDC
1-800-CDC-INFO (232-4636)
TTY:  1-888-232-6348    www.cdc.gov

The findings and conclusions in this report are those of the authors and do not necessarily represent the 
official position of the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention.

Thank you! 

erasemm@cdc.gov

mailto:erasemm@cdc.gov

